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ARTICLE 1
REGULAR MEMBERS pay dues and are eligible to hold office.

THE ANNUAL DUES for regular members shall be set by the board of Trustees and reviewed annually.  Dues are payable during the month of January for the ensuing year.  No dues are refundable except by action of the Board of Trustees. Memberships are to include individual, couple and family rates.
Any regular membership terminates if dues are ninety days in arrears, but the member may be reinstated upon payment of accrued dues.  Resignation obliviates further accrual of dues.

Any membership may be canceled at any time by vote of a majority of a quorum of Trustees, after proper investigation and hearing.

HONORARY MEMBERS pay no dues, cannot vote, and cannot hold office.  Honorary Members may be elected by majority vote of a quorum of the Trustees from persons distinguished in the orchid world, or from persons who have rendered outstanding service to the society.  Honorary memberships are for the duration of the life of the person so honored unless canceled by subsequent action of the Board.

ARTICLE 2

OFFICERS

THE OFFICERS of the society shall consist of a President, one Vice-President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, all of whom shall be ex-officio Trustees, and shall be elected for a two year term by the members.

ARTICLE 3

PRESIDENT

IT SHALL BE THE DUTY of the President to preside at all meetings of the society and of the Trustees; to see that the by-laws are enforced; to call such meetings as are herein provided to be called; to have general supervision over the affairs of the society; to appoint a Librarian and committees, and at the December meeting to make a report.

The President shall, with the Secretary, sign all written contracts and obligations, unless otherwise provided by special vote of the Trustees, and no contract shall be valid and binding on the society unless so signed.

ARTICLE 4

VICE-PRESIDENT

IN THE ABSENCE OR DISABIITY OF THE PRESIDENT, his duties shall be performed by the Vice-President.  If the President and the Vice-President are absent from any meeting, the secretary shall call the meeting to order, and a temporary chairman be elected. The Vice-President will be in charge of programs.
ARTICLE 5

SECRETARY

THE SECRETARY shall conduct the correspondence of the society and shall keep copies of the same.  The Secretary shall keep a record of all members of the society with their last known address. The Secretary shall give notice of all meetings in accordance with these bylaws.  He shall have general charge of the records of the society.  He shall perform such clerical duties as he may be called on by the President to do.

ARTICLE 6

TREASURER

THE TREASURER shall collect all dues and receive all money belonging to the society and shall disburse same with prior approval (initial) of the President for society matters or the Show Chairman for show matters for checks over $50.00. The Treasurer shall immediately notify the Secretary of any changes in the membership status coming under his jurisdiction.

The Treasurer shall deposit the funds of the society in such bank or banks as may be designated from time to time by the Trustees.  He shall submit a general statement of his accounts at each meeting of Trustees or regular meeting with a detailed report to only the trustees  at the May banquet.  His books and accounts shall at all reasonable times be open to inspection by any Trustee and by the auditor. His accounts for the preceding calendar year shall be audited by an auditor or if approved by the board a computer generated program  designated by the Trustees as soon as practicable after June 1st. 
ARTICLE 7
TRUSTEES

THE NUMBER OF TRUSTEES who shall constitute the whole board shall be eight; the President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, the immediate past President, and three Trustees, who shall be elected for a two year term, the AOS representative and the show chairperson shall be designated members of the board of Trustees by the power of their office.
Normally the President, after serving a term of two years, goes on the Board for two years.  When the President succeeds himself in office, the Board vacancy shall be filled for two years by an appointee of the President.

The Trustees shall have charge and direction of the affairs and business of the society, with care and management of the society’s funds and other property with power to dispose of them as may best serve the interest of the society, and shall present to the membership only such matters as may be of general interest.

The Trustees shall have the right from time to time, within the limits of the funds at their disposal, to appropriate money for such medals, certificates, or other prizes as they shall deem for the best interests of the society and the advancement of the work for which it is established.

Five Trustees shall constitute a quorum.

Any Officer or Trustee may be removed at any time by a majority vote of the remaining Trustees.  Who either by illness or any other abuse; shall not have adequately attended to his duties.

All vacancies among the Officers and Trustees of the Society shall be filled for the unexpired term of such Officer or Trustee by the Trustees at their next meeting after such vacancy shall have occurred.

ARTICLE 8

COMMITTEES

THE PRESIDENT SHALL APPOINT SUCH COMMITTEES as may be necessary to the proper conduct of the affairs of this society, and may delegate to such committees any of his powers.  Such committees shall furnish the President a written report on the completion of their assignment, or, in the case of standing committees, at the end of the fiscal year.
ARTICLE 9

MEETINGS OF MEMBERS AND TRUSTEES

THE ANNUAL BANQUET MEETING of the Gulf Coast Orchid Society shall be held during the month of May, at a time and place designated by the Executive Committee.  Officers of the society shall be installed at the annual banquet.  Written notice of the banquet shall be given to the members at least fourteen days in advance.  Regular meetings of the society shall be held at a time and place designated by the Trustees.

Upon a written request, signed by five members, the President shall be required to call a meeting of the board within twenty-one days from the date of the receipt of the request.  Fourteen days notice will be required.  No business shall be conducted at this meeting except that designated on the written request.

 ARTICLE 10
MEETINGS OF MEMBERS AND TRUSTEES

A NOMINATING COMMITTEE consisting of three (3) members shall be appointed by the President at the February meeting.  This committee shall nominate a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and three Trustees for the ensuing term of office beginning June 1st.

They shall submit their nominations in writing to the President at the March meeting at which time the nominations will be presented to the membership, following which nominations may be made from the floor. All prospective nominees must agree to their nominations before their nominations are made public.   
ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES shall be by ballot cast in April by the members present, or by acclamation if so moved and carried at the April meeting.  No person shall be voted on for any such office or trusteeship or elected thereto at such meeting, unless nominated as aforesaid; provided, however, that if any person nominated by the nominating committee shall be unable or refuse to serve, a substitute nomination may be made from the floor at the April meeting.

ARTICLE 11

SHOW COMMITTEE

THE SHOW COMMITTEE will be appointed each year in February for the coming year.  The show committee can consist of the show chairperson and one or more co-chairpersons.  The show Chairperson will act as the chief executive for the show.  The show committee will be responsible for all aspects of planning and organization of the annual orchid show including, but not limited to:

1.  Submit to the Board for approval of the time, place, theme, budget, and general nature of the show.

2.  Appoint all show sub-committees, outline committee assignments and coordinate efforts of said committees.

3.  The show chairperson will be responsible to the board of Trustees on all matters pertaining to the show and should consult with the Board at least two times prior to the show.

ARTICLE 12

CHANGE OF THE BY-LAWS

THE BY-LAWS MAY BE ALTERED or amended at any time provided that such alteration or amendment shall be presented in writing at one meeting and passed upon at a subsequent meeting by a majority vote of the members present; and provided further that such amendment is not in conflict with the charter of incorporation.

ARTICLE 13

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

THE LIST OF OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS are a list of suggested instructions intended to help the flow of the various functions within the Society. They may be amended by the board with no input from the membership. 

Gulf Coast Orchid Society

Operating Instructions

Updated 10-05-09
1. Fuel expenses for the primary vehicle for show set up and/or breakdown or any other Society business will be reimbursed, not to exceed one tank of fuel.  Small expenses for show set up will be reimbursed with receipt. Members who attend a show to help with set up will not be reimbursed without prior approval of the board.
2. Commercial growers get no favored status just by joining the Society.  Long time members who become commercial vendors may get favored status but only by the decision of the Board or Show Committee.
3. We should try to keep all Society functions in a central location.
4. Members who take guest speakers out to eat before or after a meeting will be reimbursed the price of the meal for the speaker and companion. We will also reimburse the price of the meal to members and their companion who provide lodging to those speakers. 
5. Memberships should be classed as individual $10.00, couple $15.00 and family, $5.00 for each additional person. Each membership receives only one newsletter and only one new member plant. Each member in a membership receives a bingo card at our Christmas function. These fees are subject to change by a quorum of the board.
6. Members that join throughout the year will pay a prorated amount as dues.

7. Members can sell small quantities of plants or materials at regular society meetings, if they give 10% of total sales to the society. Plants must be disease and insect free.  They may not sell plants at the May banquet, Christmas and guest speaker programs.  Members who want to sell large quantities of plants must pay the 10% and get prior approval.
8. Guests at our Christmas function must pay a fee for a bingo card depending on the price of the bingo plants. 

9. The chairmen of our exhibits, either at home or away has final say over the exhibit regarding exhibit type, plants exhibited or materials used.

10.  All speakers paid for with the funds from our special speaker’s fund must be selected by the speaker’s committee and approved by a quorum of the board. The board must be informed of all preparations involved in the program.
11.  The Vice President, with the approval of a quorum of the board, will make arrangements for local speakers at regular monthly meetings; gratuities for these speakers will come from the society’s regular account.  We will offer to take the speaker and companion to lunch or dinner.  

12.  Members who give programs will be compensated their expenses only. 
13. Thank you gifts given to judges for our shows and any other non members who help or assist the Society during our shows will be the decision of the show committee.  
14. Our Treasurer can send a modest floral tribute or donation on the death of any active member unless the member’s family requests that we supply flowers to their florist.  

15. The Society will just send a card to ill members.
16. The only auctions held will be for the Society's benefit.  Members are free to bring plants in to sell at regular monthly meetings as long as they pay the society 10% of their gross. Private member plants sales are not to compete in any way with the sale of plants by the Society or its guests.  There will be no member plant sales allowed during meetings in which the society sells or auctions plants or when the society has a special speaker who brings plants to sell at the meeting.  The Society is not liable in any way for plants lost, damaged or stolen. All plants brought in to sell must be priced and labeled with the seller’s name. The Seller will be in charge of collecting monies and it should be done in a quiet and orderly fashion. If the member selling plants disrupts the meeting with his plants sales the board may not allow that member to sell plants at meetings again.
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